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Clickable Time Stamps 
08:04 Song Service - Deacon Cullen Maday 
22:08 Welcome and Call To Worship - Elder Vaughn Cornish 
25:10 Special Music - In Jesus Name - Emily Jehle 
54:46 Special Music - You're A Good, Good Father - Deacon Cullen Maday 
59:00 Sermon - "Paul's Blueprint for Christian Living" - Elder Larry Cain
  
Summary 
In his sermon titled “Paul’s Blueprint for Christian Living,” Elder Larry Cain delves deeply into 
Romans chapter 12, offering a transformative and practical guide for contemporary Christian 
life. This chapter serves as a pivotal transition from the theological foundations laid in the 
previous chapters of Romans to the tangible application of faith in everyday living. Paul’s 
message, delivered about 50 years after Christ’s death, revolutionized the understanding of 
righteousness—not through ritual sacrifices or strict adherence to Mosaic law, but through a life 
wholly devoted to God, empowered by love and grace. 
 
Larry emphasizes that Christians are called to present themselves as “living sacrifices,” which 
means a continual, intentional commitment to live a life pleasing to God out of gratitude for His 
mercy. This commitment requires a transformative renewal of the mind, rejecting worldly values 
of pride and selfishness in favor of humility and service. Paul’s metaphor of the church as one 
body with many parts highlights the importance of unity despite diversity, urging believers to 
use their unique gifts for the common good. 
 
The sermon outlines key behaviors expected of Christians: genuine love without hypocrisy, 
abhorrence of evil, kindness, patience, fervor in spirit, hospitality, and peaceable living. 
Christians are encouraged to bless those who persecute them, rejoice and weep with others, 
and respond to evil not with retaliation but with goodness, embodying the radical love of Christ. 
Larry’s message is a call to live intentionally, reflect Christ in all areas of life, and work together 
in unity for the advancement of God’s kingdom. His prayer for the Living Hope community is that 
they grow spiritually and embrace this blueprint to navigate life’s challenges with hope, love, 
and purpose. 
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Highlights 
1. Romans 12 is a practical chapter that transitions theological understanding into daily 

Christian living. 
2. Christians are called to be “living sacrifices,” dedicating their whole lives continuously to 

God. 
3. Transformation involves renewing the mind and rejecting worldly values like pride and 

selfishness. 
4. The church functions as one body with diverse members, each gifted uniquely to serve 

the whole. 
5. Genuine love, kindness, patience, and hospitality are essential Christian virtues. 
6. Christians must bless enemies, avoid retaliation, and overcome evil with good. 
7. Unity in diversity and intentional service to others are vital to living out the gospel 

effectively. 
 
Key Insights 

1. Living Sacrifice as a Continuous Commitment: Larry stresses that being a living sacrifice is 
not a one-time act but a lifelong devotion. This ongoing dedication reflects gratitude for 
God’s mercy and calls believers to intentionally embody Christ’s love in every moment, a 
powerful reminder that faith is active and sustained, not passive or occasional. 

2. Renewing the Mind to Resist Conformity: The sermon highlights the necessity of mental 
transformation to resist the conforming pressures of the modern world—social media 
distractions, selfishness, and pride. This renewal is foundational to discerning God’s 
perfect will, inspiring believers to cultivate spiritual disciplines that reshape thoughts and 
behaviors aligned with Christ. 

3. Unity in Diversity Within the Body of Christ: Paul’s imagery of the church as a body 
underscores that while believers have different gifts, they are united in purpose. Larry’s 
insight encourages embracing differences without division, fostering a collaborative spirit 
where every member’s contribution is vital for a healthy, functioning church community. 

4. Authentic Love and Hatred of Evil: The call to love “without dissimulation” invites 
believers to exercise sincere and genuine affection, rejecting hypocrisy. Coupled with a 
strong stance against evil, this dual mandate challenges Christians to live transparently 
and courageously, promoting good while standing firmly against wrongdoing. 

5. Practical Expressions of Christian Living: The sermon provides actionable steps such as 
showing kindness even to those who do not deserve it, being fervent in spirit in all areas 
(work, home, church), and maintaining a constant prayer life. These practical disciplines 
equip believers to live faithfully in a complex world. 

6. Responding to Persecution with Blessings: Larry draws attention to Paul’s radical 
teaching of blessing persecutors and praying for enemies. This counters natural human 
instincts for retaliation, inviting believers into a higher dimension of love that transforms 
relationships and reflects Christ’s grace. 

7. Overcoming Evil with Good as a Spiritual Victory: The final exhortation to overcome evil 
with good is a powerful, hopeful conclusion. It emphasizes perseverance and the ultimate 
triumph of love, inspiring believers to be agents of positive change and peace in a 
fractured world. 



Conclusion 
Larry’s message is an inspiring and practical call to embody the gospel through intentional, 
humble, and loving living. His reflections on Romans 12 challenge believers to live out their faith 
authentically, united in the body of Christ and empowered to overcome the world’s challenges 
with grace and steadfastness. This blueprint is both a timeless guide and a fresh invitation to 
deepen spiritual commitment and community life for the glory of God. 
 


