"Love Christ & Love Others”
Sermon — Elder David Webster
December 28th, 2025
Sermon Study Notes

https://www.youtube.com/live/mxUy--6eu08

https://www.livinghopebranch.org/sermons/2025-12-28-elder-david-webster-love-christ-and-
love-others-song-and-worship-service/

Clickable Time Stamps

04:43 Song Service - Elder Larry Cain, Rachel Mohler

29:27 Praise Reports - Elder lvan Bird

44:27 Special Music - "Oh Great God" - Becky Stayton, Rachel Mohler, Mary Jo Stayton, Rhonda Schmidt

48:34 Welcome and Call to Worship - Elder Mike Hood

01:02:06 Scripture Reading - Elder David Webster

01:04:08 Special Music - "Glory To The Lamb" - Becky Stayton, Rachel Mohler, Mary Jo Stayton, Rhonda Schmidt
01:06:55 Sermon - "Love Christ & Love Others" - Elder David Webster

Summary

Elder David Webster’s sermon, “Love Christ & Love Others,” is a profound and inspiring call to deepen our
relationship with Jesus Christ through love, righteousness, and faithful service. Using scriptures from
Revelation, Matthew, the Book of Mormon, and Doctrine and Covenants, David emphasizes that Christ stands
at the door of our hearts, inviting us to open and let Him in. Our covenant with God challenges us to embody
godliness, love, and the fruits of the Spirit in every aspect of our lives. He highlights the eternal importance of
agency, repentance, and the Christian vocation as a lifelong commitment to live godlike, serve others, and be
witnesses to the world. David encourages self-reflection, humility, and active discipleship as keys to fulfilling
our divine purpose and promises a hopeful vision of transformation and renewal in the coming year. His
message is both a reminder and an invitation to live with unwavering faith, love, and courage as we prepare to
face new challenges and opportunities in God’s work.

Highlights

1. Christ stands at the door of our hearts, knocking—our choice to open determines our spiritual growth.

2. The two great commandments: love God fully and love our neighbors as ourselves form the
foundation of all law and prophets.

3. True Christian living requires ongoing self-examination, repentance, and embracing the fruits of the
Spirit, especially love.

4. Each believer is called to be a vessel of light and truth, a witness to Christ’s love through daily actions
and relationships.

5. The spirit of Christ is a gift given to all people to discern good from evil, underscoring the universal
reach of God’s grace.

6. Repentance is a vital gift and responsibility, necessary during our mortal probation and foundational
to salvation.

7. Our Christian vocation transcends rule-keeping; it is a calling to partnership with God to bring His
kingdom to Earth.
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Key Insights

1.

Christ’s Invitation is Personal and Continuous: David’s emphasis on Revelation 3:20, where Christ
knocks at the door, serves as a powerful metaphor for personal spiritual agency. It reminds us that God
does not force entry but patiently waits, respecting our freedom to choose Him daily. This continuous
invitation challenges believers to remain vigilant and responsive to God’s call, fostering an intimate and
evolving relationship with Christ.

Love as the Fulcrum of Christian Life: The sermon reiterates that love is the essence of all
commandments and the fruit of the Spirit. Elder Webster beautifully connects loving God and loving
others as inseparable commands that sustain spiritual growth. Without love, none of the other fruits of
the Spirit can flourish, highlighting love not only as an emotion but as an active, transformative
principle that defines Christian identity and mission.

The Power of Self-Reflection and Repentance: Regular self-assessment against the prototype of Christ
is vital for spiritual health. David challenges listeners to examine their covenantal relationship with God
daily, emphasizing repentance as a gift and a necessary practice that purifies the heart and aligns the
soul with divine will. This approach fosters humility and continual renewal, essential for overcoming
spiritual complacency and worldly distractions.

Christianity as a Vocation, Not a Set of Rules: The sermon elevates Christian ethics to a vocation—a
calling to live in active partnership with God. This perspective transforms faith from mere rule-
following to a dynamic relationship that touches every facet of life—family, work, and community. It
inspires believers to embody godliness not from obligation but from love and commitment, impacting
the world around them through authentic example.

The Role of Agency and Spiritual Warfare: David underlines the significance of agency—the freedom
to choose good or evil—as central to God’s plan. He contrasts Christ’s submission to the Father’s will
with Satan’s rebellion, showing how spiritual choices affect eternal destinies. The acknowledgement of
spiritual forces at work reminds believers of the real spiritual battles they face and the need to stand
firm in faith and righteousness.

The Universality of the Spirit of Christ: Moroni’s teachings on the Spirit of Christ as a gift to all
mankind highlight the inclusive nature of God’s guidance. This insight encourages respect for others’
spiritual journeys and affirms that the ability to discern good from evil is divinely accessible. It inspires
believers to cultivate this gift actively and to be discerning in their judgments, fostering unity and
charity.

Hope and Renewal in God’s Promises: David closes with a vision of hope—a time when enmity and
death will cease, and God’s glory will fill the Earth. This eschatological promise motivates believers to
persevere through trials and to embrace the newness of life offered through Christ. His call to avoid
being “stuck in a rut” and to embrace new challenges resonates as an empowering invitation to
growth, innovation, and bold faith in God’s unfolding plan.



