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The Gospel of Jesus Christ can primarily be claimed to center on these three words.  The ideas of giving, 
forgiving, and thanksgiving involve looking outside oneself to God, His Son Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the 
kingdom, and eternal life.  

In each of these actions, there is the intent to come unto the Father and the Son and to receive the Holy 
Ghost.  The benefit of doing these things is helping someone else, but each quality listed will also 
benefit us.  We would become more like Jesus.

I will present scriptures on each of these topics for us to examine, then ask questions about each, and 
then ask you for personal testimony on how doing these things has affected and changed your thinking 
and your life, as well as the lives of those you interacted with in doing so.  We will also discuss why it is 
not always easy to do these things.

Clearly, Jesus taught these principles and lived by these principles.  Living by the Two Great 
Commandments would lead us to know Jesus better and, consequently, to follow Him.

Let’s seek Jesus in our time together!



Giving
Scriptures

1) Acts 20:35         It is more blessed to give than to receive.

2) Gen 7:40            And in the Garden of Eden gave I unto man his agency.

3) John 3:16            For God so loved the world that He gave His Only Begotten Son.

4) Matthew 5:16  I give unto you to be the light of the world…

5) III Nephi 9:21   Father, I pray thee that thou wilt give the Holy Ghost unto all…

6) D&C 106 1b      those who have thus been tithed, shall pay one tenth of interest…



Forgiving
Scriptures
1) Psalm 32:1  Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 

2) I Kings 8:51 And forgive thy people and thine inheritance and all their transgressions against thee, 
and give them compassion before them who carried them captive, that they may have compassion 
on them; For they be thy people, and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest forth out of Egypt.   
(Solomon, Temple)

3) Matthew 6:13 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

4) Mosiah 2:16  Believe that ye must repent of your sins and forsake them, and humble yourselves 
before God; and ask in sincerity of heart that He would forgive you; And now, if you believe all these 
things, see that ye do them.

5) D&C 64:2d-e  I say unto you, that ye ought to forgive one another, for he that forgiveth not his brother 
his trespasses, standeth condemned before the Lord, for there remaineth in him the greater sin.  I, 
the Lord, will forgive whom I will forgive, and judge between me and thee, and reward thee according 
to thy deeds, but of you it is required to forgive all men; and ye ought to say in your hearts, Let God 
judge between me and thee, and reward thee according to thy deeds.



Thanksgiving
Scriptures
1) Psalm 57:9-11  I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people; I will sing unto thee among the nations.  

For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds.  Be thou exalted, O God, 
above the heavens; let thy glory be above all the earth.

2) Psalm 100:4-5  Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise; be thankful 
unto Him and bless His name.  For the Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting; and His truth endureth 
to all generations.

3) I Cor 15:57  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

4) Alma 16:238  That ye live in thanksgiving daily, for the many mercies and blessings which he doth 
bestow upon you…

5) Alma 17:70  Yea, when thou liest down at night, lie down unto the lord, that He may watch over you in 
your sleep; and when thou risest in the morning, let thy heart be full of thanks unto God; and if ye do 
these things, ye shall lifted up at the last day.  (Alma to his son Helaman)

6) D&C 59:2d-e  Thou shalt thank the Lord thy God in all things.  Thou shalt offer a sacrifice unto the 
Lord thy God in righteousness; even that of a broken heart and a contrite spirit.



Questions

1) What does this scripture mean to you?

2) Has it become a part of your life?   Will it?  How has it been?

3) How can it become a bigger part of our Branch and People?

4) Do you have a testimony of this Or witnessed it in the experience of someone else?

5) Do you find anything difficult in doing these things?  What can get in the way?

6) How can we become better at doing these things?  As a people?
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