
2025-01-19 Seventy Richard Neill 
Sermon - “The Church and Zion” 

Worship Service Study Notes 

https://www.youtube.com/live/ZrwtG1idHIM 

https://www.livinghopebranch.org/sermons/2025-01-19-seventy-richard-neill-the-
church-and-zion-song-and-worship-service/ 

Clickable Time Stamps 
07:26 Family Sharing and Song Service - Linda Trimble 
31:46 Praise Reports - Elder Ivan Bird 
40:25 Special Music - "My Heart is Steadfast" - Naomi Wells and Andrea Alaniz 
43:14 Welcome and Call to Worship - Elder Ivan Bird 
50:57 Special Music - "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" - Naomi Wells and Andrea Alaniz 
53:55 Sermon - "The Church and Zion" - Seventy Richard Neill 

Summary 

In this sermon, Seventy Richard Neill addresses the congregation with a fervent message 
about the importance of living in anticipation of Zion and the coming of Jesus Christ. He 
draws from the Book of Mormon, specifically the Book of Jarom, to emphasize the need for 
faith and obedience among believers. Richard reflects on his personal experiences and the 
lessons learned about Zion—a spiritual state that embodies unity, righteousness, and care 
for the poor. He urges the congregation to live as if Zion is already present, encouraging a 
shift in mindset that fosters a community committed to these ideals. Through scriptural 
references and personal anecdotes, Richard challenges listeners to consider their role in 
embodying the principles of Zion, emphasizing that Zion is not merely a future reward but a 
journey that requires active participation and change in their lives. 

Highlights 

1. Living as if Zion is Present: The message invites the congregation to adopt a 
mindset that sees Zion as a current reality rather than a distant goal. 

2. Scriptural Foundations: Richard references the Book of Mormon and Doctrine and 
Covenants to highlight the importance of unity and righteousness. 

3. Community and Care: Emphasizing the need for compassion, Richard stresses 
that true Zion includes caring for the poor and afflicted among us. 

4. Generational Accountability: Richard challenges the current generation to decide 
how they will respond to the call for obedience and unity. 
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5. Faith and Righteousness: The importance of living in faith and righteousness is 
underscored as essential to realizing the ideals of Zion. 

6. Zion as a Journey: Instead of viewing Zion only as a future reward, Richard frames it 
as an ongoing journey that requires commitment and action in the present. 

7. Personal Transformation: The call for personal change is reiterated, urging 
individuals to examine their relationships and strive for oneness in spirit and action. 

Key Insights 

1. Faith in the Present: Richard emphasizes that believers should live their lives as if 
Jesus has already come, practicing faith in their everyday actions. This belief not 
only deepens their spiritual lives but also shapes their interactions with others. 

2. The Nature of Zion: Zion is described not just as a physical place but as a state of 
being characterized by oneness, righteousness, and care for the marginalized. 
Richard asserts that true Zion is a community bound by mutual love and support. 

3. Lessons from History: By examining the failures and successes of past 
generations—such as the people of Enoch, the Saints of 1834, and the children of 
Israel—Richard illustrates the consequences of obedience and disobedience, 
urging contemporary believers to learn from these examples. 

4. Spiritual and Material Poverty: Richard highlights that poverty is not solely material 
but also spiritual. The call to action includes addressing both forms of poverty within 
the community, stressing that there should be no poor among the people of Zion. 

5. Transformative Journey: Richard presents the idea that the journey towards Zion 
requires continuous personal transformation. Believers are challenged to examine 
their lives, relationships, and actions to align with Zion’s principles. 

6. Generational Decision: Richard raises a critical question about what the current 
generation will decide regarding their obedience and commitment to the ideals of 
Zion, highlighting the responsibility each individual holds in shaping their 
community’s spiritual landscape. 

7. Urgency of Action: The message concludes with a sense of urgency for believers to 
not take the concept of Zion for granted. Instead, they are called to actively pursue 
the ideals of Zion in their daily lives, fostering a spirit of love and unity that reflects 
the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

 



Conclusion 

This message serves as a call to action for the congregation, urging them to reframe their 
understanding of Zion from a distant hope to a present reality that they actively work 
towards. Through scriptural references and personal narratives, Richard builds a case for 
living in a manner that reflects the values of Zion, emphasizing the need for community, 
compassion, and commitment to righteousness. It is an invitation to embrace the journey 
towards Zion, recognizing that it is not just a destination but a way of life that transforms 
individuals and communities alike. The message resonates with a sense of hope and 
determination, encouraging believers to take their faith seriously and to live out the 
principles of Zion in their everyday interactions. 

 


