2024-06-09 Elder Chip Gowan - Being One Through Grace - Song and Worship Service

Notes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aa-WsxCCjVc

https://www.livinghopebranch.org/sermons/2024-06-09-elder-chip-gowan/

Clickable Time Stamps

32:52 Special Music - "Green Pastures" - Dan and Sarah Hood

35:52 Welcome and Call to Worship - Elder Elzy Lasley

45:33 Scripture Reading - Elder Chip Gowan (Mosiah Chapter 9, Verses 53-54 & 1st
Corinthians Chapter 1, Verse 10)

47:15 Special Music - "God Leads Us Along" - Dan and Sarah Hood

50:45 Sermon - Elder Chip Gowan - "Being One Through Grace"

Summary

The message emphasizes the importance of unity among believers, drawing from
scriptures in Mosiah, 1 Corinthians, and Romans. It highlights that to be “one” means to be

united in faith and love, akin to the human body or a sports team. Elder Chip Gowan
stresses the significance of grace in overcoming division and contention, urging members
to focus on love and acceptance rather than perfection. Ultimately, the call is to embody

the pure love of Christ and allow grace to transform interactions within the community.

Highlights

1.

2.

Unity in Faith: Emphasizes the need for believers to be united in one faith and love.

Scriptural Foundation: Draws from Mosiah, 1 Corinthians, and Romans to illustrate
the concept of being one.

Role of Grace: Highlights grace as essential for overcoming pride and hypocrisy.

Body Analogy: Compares the church to a human body, where each parthas a
unique role but works towards a common goal.

Avoiding Division: Encourages members to refrain from contention and focus on
love.

Agency and Choice: Stresses the importance of individual agency in achieving
unity.
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7. Charity as a Core Principle: Concludes with the notion that charity is the pure love
of Christ, essential for unity.

Key Insights

1. Unity Through Christ: Believers are called to be one in mind and spirit, reflecting a
collective purpose. This unity is crucial for spiritual growth and community strength.
It challenges individuals to set aside personal differences for a greater cause.

2. Grace as a Transformative Force: The concept of grace is presented not merely as
a theological principle but as a practical means to foster love, acceptance, and
understanding among church members. Recognizing grace can mitigate feelings of
judgment and enhance compassion.

3. Overcoming Division: The speaker identifies pride, hypocrisy, and envy as primary
sources of contention. Addressing these issues requires self-reflection and a
commitment to humility and love, which can create a more welcoming environment.

4. Diversity in Unity: Just as the human body functions through various systems, the
church thrives on the diverse talents and gifts of its members. Each individual
contributes uniquely to the collective mission, reinforcing the idea that unity does
not require uniformity.

5. Agency in Relationships: The discussion of agency emphasizes the need for
personal choice in fostering unity. Individuals must actively choose to love and
support one another, rather than simply conforming to expectations.

6. Charity as the Essence of Grace: Charity embodies grace and is essential for
spiritual maturity. By cultivating charity, members can reflect the love of Christ,
creating an atmosphere of acceptance and healing within the community.

7. The Pursuit of Perfection vs. Acceptance: The message critiques the focus on
perfection within religious communities, advocating instead for a holistic view that
embraces grace and mercy. This shift encourages a more loving and supportive
church environment.



