
 

 

Allowing the Holy Spirit to Make Us One 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins 

Seventy Richard F. Neill 

Definition of ‘Make’ – To force such as in ‘make me’. 

   To create, such as in to mold, or cause something to exist or come about. 

Psalms 23:1-2 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul; he leadeth in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” 

The Lord shepherds his flock, not to force them to comply, consequently violating their agency. 

But rather, we have been made (maketh me) to experience the beauty and peace of green 

pastures, and still waters through seeking and living our lives in righteousness.   

We become one with the Father, the son, and each other, not by being coerced, but by the Holy 

Spirit dwelling within us and binding us together. 

Questions on the Parable 

1) When is this parable going to come to pass? 

2) Who do the virgins represent? 

3) In this parable, is there a covenant being made and between whom is it made? 

4) What do the ten virgins have in common? 

5) What differences are there between the ten virgins? 

6) How do we know that the ten virgins had time to make preparation? 

7) What did the virgins have stewardship over? 

8) What does the lamp represent? 

9) What does the oil represent? 

10) Why did the wise virgins turn down the request of the foolish virgins? 

11) What happened when the bridegroom, who is Jesus, came? 

12) When did the unwise find out the door was shut? 

13) When the unwise virgins found out the door was shut what was their cry? 

14) What did the Lord say to them? 

 



 

 

Some Answers 

1) The day the Son of man comes, and returns to gather His faithful saints (vs. 1). 

2) The kingdom of heaven (vs. 1). The Church and the faithful (Revelation 12:7). 

3) Between the bridegroom, and the virgins, their marriage takes place (vs. 9). 

4) All virgins hear the cry, they all had slept, and they all trimmed their lamps (vs. 1-6). 

5) The unwise had not oil in their lamps, for the unwise virgins’ lamps had gone out (vs. 7). 

6) The wise virgins had received the oil needed to light the way to the Lord (vs. 7). 

7) The virgins had stewardship over their lamps, their oil, and their time (vs. 1,7,8). 

8) The lamp is the vessel that holds the oil (people and church, to share the light) (vs. 9). 

9) The wise take the Holy Spirit for their guide (D&C 45:10b), and have accepted the truth. 

10) The people and church witness of the light, but each must respond on their own (vs.8). 

11) The five virgins that were wise, entered into the kingdom, and the foolish did not (vs 9). 

12) When they appeared before the Lord (vs. 9-10). 

13) “Lord, Lord, open unto us” (vs. 10). 

14) “You never knew me” (vs. 11). 

The parable concludes with this counsel to all people in every generation (vs. 12). 

“Watch therefore; for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” 

 


